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Successes and challenges
Annual meeting crowd hears words of caution on climate law costs
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By WALTER ALLREAD

REGISTERING 1,361 MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE, 

Lynches River Electric Cooperative 
had a full house for the 2010 
Annual Meeting October 16 at 
Pageland’s Central High School.

Reporting to members, President 
and CEO David A. Altman said the 
co-op is closely managing operating 
costs and focusing on efficiency. “With 
less consumer growth due to the 
economic downturn, this gave us time 
to concentrate on system maintenance 
to further ensure service reliability,” 
he said.

He cautioned that climate change 
laws Congress is considering could 
affect power bills. Worse yet, Altman 
warned, carbon dioxide mitigation 
mandated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) under the 

Clean Air Act could cause significant 
increases in electric bills.

Altman said the co-op is working 
hard to help lawmakers understand 
how legislation can affect consumers. 
Members helped, signing Our Energy, 
Our Future cards at the meeting to 
remind Congress to keep them in 
mind as they write laws.

He reminded members that 
energy-saving upgrades can help 
manage energy use and costs. Altman 
suggested replacing old appliances 
with new, energy-efficient ones and 
weatherizing and insulating homes.  
He reminded members that their  
co-op offers services to help, including 
the H

2o Select water heater program, 
energy audits and energy tips at 
LynchesRiver.com. Altman added 
that S.C. co-ops are championing the 
Rural Energy Savings Program Act, 

Fourteen of 15 grand prize winners, who each received a $200 bill credit, include, from left, Vanessa 
Tyson, Debbie McClain, John Jowers, Wade Broughton, Lorene Blackmon, Maxine Hayden, Lois Boone and, 
pictured below, Billy Evans, Patsy Dyches, Sylvia Gaskins, William J. Morgan, Rose M. Wright, Madge Allen 
and Arthur Jones.
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Lynches River News

The NewTown Prophets had the annual 
meeting crowd—including Austin Brooks, 
2, and grandmother, 
Juanita Brooks—
clapping along. Farrah 
Short, meanwhile, 
brought the youngest 
person to the 
meeting, her five-
week-old daughter 
Lillian Bourne. See 
more family fun, prize 
winners and meeting 
highlights in a photo 
album at South 
Carolina Living’s 
Facebook page. 

also known as Rural Star, to allow 
members to finance energy-efficiency 
upgrades through their co-op bill.

In the Board of Trustees voting, 
members elected Theresa Hicks for 
District 3, Daryl Faulkenberry for 
District 6 and Randolph Mackey for 
District 8. Retiring District 8 trustee 
Johnny West thanked fellow members 
for allowing him to serve for 30 years. 
During the meeting, Chairman Scott 
Croxton presented a plaque to Betty 
Taylor in appreciation for her late 
husband James R. (Jib) Taylor’s board 
service.

The ‘low-down’
Digging into the details of ‘going under’
Floor-level depth—18 feet (“We built up seven feet 
and dug down 11 feet,” Earl Alexander says.) 
Exterior walls—12-inches thick
Roof—10-inch-thick concrete “with about 40 inches 
of earth on top”
Home size—1,100 square feet
Structural support—7 tons of rebar

A family outing

Back in 1981, co-op member 
literally broke new ground on 
an energy-efficient home
By WALTER ALLREAD

ENERGY-SMART HOMEOWNERS INVEST 

HEAVILY IN  INSULATION.  Earl Alexander 
heaped his on with a bulldozer.

The Lynches River Electric member 
and his wife, Eva, were efficiency 
trendsetters when they built their 
underground home on Duckwood 
Road near Lancaster in 1981.

It was sort-of a science project. 
In the ’60s, Alexander had read 

a Popular Science article extolling 
the virtues of going under. “It talked 
about a home in Minnesota where the 
temperature outside was 12 degrees, 
but inside the house it was 52 degrees 
with no heat,” he says. 

Their home did even better: 
One wintry night in 1984 or so, 
temperatures dipped to four degrees 
below zero outside. Inside? “It got 
down to 53 in the house with no heat 
on.”

Alexander adds, “We usually 
turn the heat down to 62 at night. It 
just doesn’t come on.” The home’s 
geothermal insulation likewise keeps 
the living space cool when it’s hot out.

Plus, if you love peace and quiet, 
an underground home can’t be beat, 
Alexander says. “I slept through 

A pioneer ‘down under’ Earl Alexander 
at his home near 
Lancaster, which 
has been energy-
efficient, cozy and 
quiet for almost 
three decades. 
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Hugo,” he says of the 1989 hurricane. 
As for Eva, who dislikes thunder and 
lightning, “She’s tickled to death with 
it.” 

There are disadvantages, he 
acknowledges: “It’s expensive. I think 
the going price for houses [in ’81] was 
$12 a square foot, I had over $50 a 
square foot in this house.” 

But lower heating, cooling and 
upkeep costs compensate, Alexander 
says. “I know we saved it.”

“There are no shingles to blow off,” 
he adds, smiling, “but I do have to cut 
the grass on top.” 

After he retired as a supervisor 
with Georgia Pacific in 1988, 
Alexander drove a school bus for a 
while. “I would park it on top of the 
house,” he notes.

Not surprisingly, the couple had 
to get used to one other thing about 
living underground: “People pulling 
over to take pictures of the house.”


